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Preface

This	piece	is	inspired	by	Saijō	Yaso's	(⻄條八⼗)	1919	horror	poem,	titled	'Tomino's	Hel l '
(ト ミノの地獄).	This	piece's	title,	狐の牡丹	(The	Fox	Peony),	is	a	reference	to	the	tenth
stanza,	where	Saijō	juxtaposes	the	beautiful 	imagery	of	a	blooming	fox	peony	with	the
young	protagonist,	Tomino's	entrance	to	eternal	hel l .		

Tomino's	Hell	(excerpt)
Saijō	Yaso
Translation	by	David	Bowles

Spring	is	coming
to	the	val ley,	to	the	wood,
to	the	spiral ing	chasms
of	the	blackest	hel l .

The	nightingale	in	her	cage,
the	sheep	aboard	the	wagon,
and	tears	wel l 	up	in	the	eyes
of	sweet	l ittle	Tomino.

Sing,	o	nightingale,
in	the	vast,	misty	forest—
he	screams	he	only	misses
his	l ittle	sister.

H is	wail ing	desperation
echoes	throughout	hel l—
a	fox	peony
opens	its	golden	petals.

Down	past	the	seven	mountains
and	seven	r ivers	of	hel l—
the	sol itary	journey
of	sweet	l ittle	Tomino.

I f	in	this	hel l 	they	be	found,
may	they	then	come	to	me,	please,
those	sharp	spikes	of	punishment
from	Needle	Mountain.

Not	just	on	some	empty	whim
Is	flesh	pierced	with	blood-red	pins:
they	serve	as	hel l ish	signposts
for	sweet	l ittle	Tomino

(c.	7'00)

ト ミノの地獄
⻄條八⼗	

春が 	来て候林に谿に、
暗い地獄⾕七曲り。

籠にや鶯、 ⾞にや⽺、
可愛いト ミノの眼にや涙。

啼けよ、 鶯、 林の雨に
妹恋しと 	声かぎり。

啼けば反響が地獄にひびき、
狐牡丹の花がさく。

地獄七⼭七谿めぐる、
可愛いト ミノのひとり旅。

地獄ござらばもて 	来てたもれ、
針の御⼭の留針を。

⾚い留針だてにはささぬ、
可愛いト ミノのめじるしに。 	
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Kitsune	no	Botan

(The	Fox	Peony)

For	the	International 	Composition	Institute	of	Thai land	(ICIT)	2024
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∑
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